
Equipment and Resources Policy 

 

Statement of Intent  

 

Sutton on the Hill Pre-School believe that high quality care and education is promoted by               

providing children with safe, clean, attractive, age and stage appropriate resources, toys            

and equipment.  

 

Aim  

 

We aim to provide children with resources and equipment which help to consolidate and              

extend their knowledge, skills, interests and aptitudes.  

 

Methods  

 

In order to achieve this aim:  

● We provide play equipment and resources which are safe and - where applicable -              

conform to the BSEN safety standards or Toys (safety) Regulation (1995). 

● We provide a sufficient quantity of equipment and resources for the number of             

children.  

● We provide resources which promote all areas of children's learning and           

development, which may be child or adult-led. 

● We select books, equipment and resources which promote positive images of people            

of all races, cultures and abilities, are non-discriminatory and avoid racial and gender             

stereotyping. 

● We provide play equipment and resources which promote continuity and progression,           

provide sufficient challenge and meet the needs and interests of all children. 

● We provide made, natural and recycled materials which are clean, in good condition             

and safe for the children to use. 

● We provide furniture which is suitable for children and furniture which is suitable for              

adults. 

● We store and display resources and equipment where children can independently           

choose and select them. 

● We check all resources and equipment regularly as they are set out at the beginning               

of each session and put away at the end of session. We repair and clean, or replace                 

any unsafe, worn out, dirty or damaged equipment. 

● We keep an inventory of resources and equipment.  

● We use the inventory to review the balance of resources and equipment so that they               

can support a range of activities across all areas of play, learning and development. 

● We provide adequate insurance cover for the Pre-School's resources and equipment. 

● We offer our own library to encourage independence and making choices for children,             

to select and share with parents/carers and any siblings at home. 

● We plan and provide a varied and exciting programme of activities and resources, to              

enable children to feel at ease and to feel challenged. 

 

This policy was reviewed in July 2015 and March 2017. 

 

  



Food and Drink Policy 

 

Statement of Intent  

 

Sutton on the Hill Pre-School regards snack time as an important part of the              

Pre-School's session. Eating represents a social time for children and adults and helps             

children to learn about healthy eating.  

 

Aim  

 

At snack time, we aim to provide nutritious food, which meets the children's individual              

dietary needs. We aim to meet full requirements of Ofsted's Care Standards on Food and               

Drink.  

 

Methods  

 

● Before a child starts to attend Pre-School, we find out from parents their children's              

dietary needs, including any allergies. 

● We record information about each child's dietary needs in her/his registration           

record and parents sign the record to signify that it is correct. 

● We regularly consult with parents to ensure that our records of their children's             

dietary needs including any allergies - are up-to-date. Parents sign the up-dated            

record to signify that it is correct. 

● We display current information about individual children's dietary needs so that all            

staff and volunteers are fully informed about them. 

● We implement systems to ensure that children receive only food and drink which is              

consistent with their dietary needs and their parents' wishes. 

● We plan menus of snacks for the information of parents. 

● We provide nutritious food at snack time, avoiding large quantities of fat, sugar and              

salt and artificial additives, preservatives and colourings. 

● We include foods from the diet of each of the children's cultural backgrounds,             

providing children with familiar foods and introducing them to new ones. 

● Through discussion with parents and research by staff, we obtain information about            

dietary rules of the religious groups, to which children and their parents belong, and              

of vegetarians and vegans, and about food allergies. We take account of this             

information in the provision of food and drinks. 

● We require staff to show sensitivity in providing for children's diets and allergies.             

Staff do not use a child's diet or allergy as a label for the child or make a child feel                    

singled out because of her/his diet or allergy. 

● We organise snack time so that it is a social occasion in which children and staff                

participate. 

● We use snack time to help children to develop independence through making            

choices, serving food and drink and feeding themselves. 

● We provide children with utensils which are appropriate for their ages and stages of              

development and which take account of the eating practices in their cultures. 

● We have fresh drinking water constantly available for the children. We inform the             

children about how to obtain the water and that they can ask for water at any time                 

during the session. 

● We give parents who provide food for their children information about suitable            

containers for food. 

● We have rules about children sharing and swapping their food with one another in              

order to protect children with food allergies. 

● For children who drink milk, we provide semi skimmed.  
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● Any preparation of food will only be carried out by a person holding a current Food                

Safety Certificate. 

● In the event of a case of food poisoning affecting two or more children in our care,                 

Ofsted must be notified as soon as possible. 

 

Lunch club 

 

All pre-packed foods are date checked; out of date items are discarded. Sandwiches &              

items requiring refrigeration are placed in a clean plastic food bag marked with the              

child’s name and placed in the fridge. 

 

All parents are advised that no nuts or nut products are to be in the children’s lunches. If                  

other allergies are noted amongst other children attending lunch club parents will be             

advised as necessary. 

 

This policy was reviewed in July 2015 and March 2017. 
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